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‘ ‘Immune—mediated inflammatory diseases are major clinical problems with severe
medical and economic consequences. The fundamental cause of these diseases is failure of
immunological tolerance. Analysis of experimental models has provided valuable insights
into the reasons why tolerance fails, the nature of pathogenic T lymphocytes, and how these
disease-producing cells can be controlled. Such studies have also revealed the unexpected
biology of interleukin-2, and its often opposing functions in immune responses. Improved
understanding of the underlying mechanisms of failure of immune regulation are revealing
novel clues about the pathogenesis of immune-mediated disorders, and are suggesting
rational therapeutic strategies for these challenging problems. , ’
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